
BOARD OF TRUSTEES WORK SESSION 
11004 Carpenter Street, Mokena, Illinois 60448 

Monday, April 10, 2023 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Fleischer called the Board of Trustees work session to order at 7:23 p.m. 

 
ROLL CALL 

The following Trustees were present: 
   

Joseph Budzyn 
Rob Dauphinais 
Debbie Engler 
Melissa Fedora 
George Metanias  

  
Also present were the following: Village Clerk Melissa Martini; Village 
Administrator John Tomasoski; Finance Director Nathan Pasbrig; Village Attorney Carl 
Buck; Community and Economic Development Director Matt Ziska; Chief of Police 
Brian Benton; Director of Public Works Jim Kulesa; and Assistant Public Works Director 
Dan Peloquin 
 

Fiscal Year 24 Budget: Water/Sewer Capital Fund, Water/Sewer Operating Fund, Refuse 
Fund, Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Fund 
Village Administrator John Tomasoski presented the following item: 
 

 
 

 
 



April 10, 2023 
Work Session  
Page 2 of 8 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



April 10, 2023 
Work Session  
Page 3 of 8 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



April 10, 2023 
Work Session  
Page 4 of 8 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



April 10, 2023 
Work Session  
Page 5 of 8 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



April 10, 2023 
Work Session  
Page 6 of 8 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



April 10, 2023 
Work Session  
Page 7 of 8 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



April 10, 2023 
Work Session  
Page 8 of 8 
 

 
 
Discussion: 
 
Trustee Budzyn asked how much the City of Chicago can increase the cost of Lake Michigan 
water on an annual basis?  Village Administrator Tomasoski responded a maximum of five 
percent.  Trustee Budzyn asked for the main reasons why the expenses have increased in the 
sewer fund resulting in a recommended increase for Fiscal Year (FY) 24.  Village Administrator 
Tomasoski advised the sewer rate was last increased in FY 17 and as such, many items in this 
fund have increased since that time. However, two significant increases in FY 24 were the new 
electric rates for the operation of the Wastewater Treatment Plant and lift stations as well as the 
cost of chemicals for phosphorus removal, which is an Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
requirement. 
 
Mayor Fleischer and Trustee Fedora thanked Village Tomasoski for providing the “Municipal 
Comparison” slide (slide #8) and explaining what communities currently have Lake Michigan 
water, as well as some of the operational and financial challenges the communities that are 
working on obtaining Lake Michigan water are facing compared to the Village’s current 
position. 
 
The Board directed staff to prepare ordinances for a water rate increase of $8.44 and a sewer rate 
increase to $4.55 at the June 12, 2023 Board meeting.  The Board also concurred with the capital 
projects as presented. 
 
There being no further business to bring before the Mayor and Board of Trustees, Mayor 
Fleischer adjourned the work session at 7:52 p.m. 
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