
BOARD OF TRUSTEES WORK SESSION 
11004 Carpenter Street, Mokena, Illinois 60448 

Monday, September 12, 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Fleischer called the Board of Trustees work session to order at 7:38 p.m. 

 
ROLL CALL 

The following Trustees were present: 
   

Joseph Budzyn 
Rob Dauphinais 
Debbie Engler 
Melissa Fedora 
George Metanias 
Jim Richmond 

 
Also present were: Village Clerk Melissa Martini; Village Administrator John 
Tomasoski; Assistant Village Administrator Kirk Zoellner; Community and Economic 
Development Director Matt Ziska; Chief of Police Brian Benton; and Director of Public 
Works Jim Kulesa. 
 

G.T. Express Inc.: Special Use Permit Request 
Community and Economic Development Director Matt Ziska presented the following item: 
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Discussion: 
 
Jeff Graefen of Graefen Development was present and served as representative for the petitioner 
and property owner, Gheorghi (George) Turcanu, who was also in attendance.  
 
When asked for comments, Mr. Graefen confirmed that the proposed use (GT Express Truck 
Center) would not involve transloading, distributing, or logistics, and would function as a truck 
retail and service center.   
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Mr. Turcanu further clarified that the proposed facility would primarily generate sales tax 
revenue through the sale of parts and accessories rather than the retail sale of semi-trucks and 
trailers. 
 
The Board asked the petitioner for relevant data to corroborate the $57 million revenue 
projection cited in his business summary letter.  In response, Mr. Turcanu stated that the revenue 
forecast was based on a 3–5-year projection and that GT Express and its subsidiary companies 
made $17 million in revenue in 2021, while operating out of Kankakee, IL.  
 
When asked how many jobs the proposed facility would create, Mr. Turcanu estimated that 15-
20 jobs would be created initially, but the facility could eventually employ up to 50 people.  
 
When asked about the proposed business operations, Mr. Turcanu estimated that 1-3 semi-trucks 
may travel to the site on average each day for servicing and/or product deliveries.  He added that 
some semi-trucks may be parked within the fenced-in outdoor storage area for periods of 1-3 
weeks depending on the type of service or repair being requested.  
 
While the opinions of the Board were mixed, the consensus agreed to advance the proposal on to 
the Planning Commission for a public hearing. 
   
Commuter Parking Fees 
Assistant Village Administrator Kirk Zoellner presented the following item: 
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Discussion: 
 
Mayor Fleischer asked for feedback from the Board. 
 
Trustee Fedora said she disagreed with Village staff’s recommendation and would like to see the 
daily fee raised to $2.00.  She stated she did not like the idea of commuters having to carry 
change for payment of the fee. 
 
Trustee Budzyn concurred with Trustee Fedora’s recommendation and indicated he wanted to 
look into moving towards some type of electronic payment system. 
 
Trustee Richmond stated he agreed with raising the fee to $2.00, and that he would also like to 
look into modernizing the payment system. 
 
Trustees Engler, Metanias, and Dauphinais also said they supported raising the fee to $2.00. 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to raise the daily parking fee at the Hickory Creek and 
downtown Mokena commuter parking facilities to $2.00, effective January 1, 2023.  Assistant 
Village Administrator Zoellner advised the Board that in anticipation of the Board’s direction to 
raise the fee, he had already drafted a letter to Metra seeking its concurrence with the adjustment.  
He said he had previously discussed the matter with Metra staff, expected their support, and that 
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the fee adjustment would subsequently be brought back to the Board at its September 26, 2022 
meeting for formal approval.   
 
There being no further business to bring before the Mayor and Board of Trustees, Mayor 
Fleischer adjourned the work session at 9:02 p.m.   
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