
BOARD OF TRUSTEES WORK SESSION 
11004 Carpenter Street, Mokena, Illinois 60448 

Monday, March 15, 2021 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Fleischer called the Board of Trustees work session to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 
ROLL CALL 

Clerk Martini called the roll and the following Trustees were present: 
   

Joseph Budzyn  
Debbie Engler  
Jillian Hersted  
George Metanias  
Jim Richmond  
Joe Siwinski (arrived at 6:22 p.m.) 

 
Also present were: Clerk Melissa Martini (Village Board Room); Village 
Administrator John Tomasoski (Village Board Room); Assistant Village Administrator 
Kirk Zoellner (Village Board Room); Community and Economic Development Director 
Alan Zordan (Village Board Room); Finance Director Barb Damron (Village Board 
Room); Interim Director of Public Works Mark Detloff (Village Board Room); and Civil 
Engineer Dan Peloquin (Village Board Room) 

 
FY 22 Budget: Fleet Recommendation 
Civil Engineer Dan Peloquin presented this item. 
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Discussion: 
 
Trustee Budzyn asked why the Village didn’t sell the vehicles “as is” versus sending them to 
auction.  He shared his research on similar vehicles and how much they were sold for. 
 
Mayor Fleischer asked Trustee Budzyn why he didn’t call Village staff before the meeting to 
discuss his questions. 
 
Trustee Budzyn responded that he thought this was the appropriate forum based on past budget 
discussions. 
 
Civil Engineer Dan Peloquin suggested getting a price on one or two of the vehicles on the 
auction list and share with the Board as a next step.  The Board concurred. 
 
Trustee Budzyn inquired as to why the Police Department wanted a Ford Explorer to replace a 
Chevy Impala for the detectives.  He felt that a different vehicle would be beneficial for 
undercover work.  
 
Village Administrator John Tomasoski stated this was the police department’s request since the 
Chevy Impala is no longer available on state purchase. 
 
The consensus of the Board was in favor of the fleet management proposal for theis year’s 
budget. 
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FY 22 Budget: Water and Sewer System Capital 
Village Administrator John Tomasoski presented this item. 
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Discussion: 
 
Trustee Budzyn inquired if it made more sense to replace the air handler on building 20 next year 
while replacing the roof versus Fiscal Year 2023.   
 
Interim Director of Public Works Mark Detloff responded that he did not see any adverse effects 
by replacing the air handler after the roof is repaired. 
 
Trustee Budzyn asked for more detail regarding the proposed Alta Vista watermain project.  
 
Civil Engineer Dan Peloquin responded that the final design is still to be completed but the intent 
was to take the path along the existing right-of-way for the road that is still to be completed.  
This would provide secondary feed looping for our system.  It was not intended to run 
throughout the existing Marilyn Estates neighborhood.  Constructing a water main in the built 
neighborhood could be done if the desire was there, but that was not the intention for this scope 
of work.  This work impacted only the undeveloped area. 
 
Trustee Budzyn inquired if the Village paints fire hydrants on an annual basis. 
 
Interim Director of Public Works Mark Detloff confirmed that the water department paints fire 
hydrants on an annual basis. 
 
The consensus of the Board was to proceed with Village staff’s recommendations. 
 
Parkway Tree Replacement Program 
Assistant Village Administrator Kirk Zoellner presented this item. 
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Discussion: 
 
Trustee Richmond inquired about the possibility of establishing a 50/50 cost sharing program, 
with residents paying for 50% of the cost of replacing an individual parkway tree and the Village 
paying the balance.  Assistant Village Administrator Zoellner responded that although a few area 
communities offer cost sharing programs, those programs are supplementary to their primary 
parkway tree replacement programs, and in general, participation in them is limited. 
 
Following discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to retain and continue to budget for the 
Village’s existing parkway tree replacement program.  The Board further agreed to supplement 
the existing program with a cost sharing program for those residents not having a dead, dying, or 
severely damaged/hazard parkway tree, but whom might wish to replace/plant a new tree for 
other reasons.  The Board agreed to budget $10,000 for this new 50/50 cost sharing program.     
 
Staff Reports 
Village Administrator John Tomasoski informed the Board of the COVID-19 relief package 
passed by the United States Congress and provides $2,490,600.63 for the Village, however, it is 
not known at this time what parameters, if any, will be put on this funding. 
 
Village Administrator Tomasoski also updated the Board on $760,000 funding in the Capital Bill 
for the wastewater treatment plant and stated it appeared the Village will have to negotiate an 
amendment with Williams Brothers Construction, Inc. to meet the required Capital Development 
Board’s overall Business Enterprise Program utilization goal with 20% of the grant dollars going 
to minority-owned business enterprises and 5% of the grant dollars going to women-owned 
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business enterprises.  At this time, Village staff is working with Williams Brothers Construction, 
Inc. to understand the Village’s viable options and will report back to the Board. 
 
Trustee Budzyn noted Village Administrator Tomasoski’s staff report and asked if the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency provided an exemption for communities when they no longer 
have the personnel to sign the wastewater treatment plant documentation. 
 
Village Administrator Tomasoski indicated that Village staff was researching this matter, but did 
not have a difinitive answer at this time. 
 
Trustee Budzyn inquired about including a Village of Mokena entryway sign as part of the 80th 
Avenue reconstruction. 
 
Civil Engineer Dan Peloquin responded that the sign will have to be relocated or taken down 
prior to actual construction and then permitted through the Will County Highway Department to 
put in a new location.  Staff planned on taking the sign down and evaluating a new location, sign 
type, and messaging once construction was completed.   
 
Trustee Budzyn asked how Village staff planned to complete the water meter installation 
throughout the Village. 
 
Civil Engineer Dan Peloquin responded that Village staff is dealing with the remaining change 
outs who have been reluctant to schedule times to get into their homes.  Staff will send a spring 
mailing now that COVID-19 conditions are improving and follow up with phone contacts to try 
and finish up the last of the change outs.   
 
Trustee Budzyn asked for clarification regarding the transfer of ownership of Greenhouse Group, 
LLC.  Community and Economic Development Director Alan Zordan discussed the letter 
attached to his staff report from Greenhouse Group, LLC and indicated he could provide more 
details at a future date. 
 
Trustee Budzyn asked for additional information regarding Village staff’s recent conversations 
with WinSupply management.  Assistant Village Admininstrator Kirk Zoellner responded that he 
would report back to the Board after he had met personally with WinSupply management, 
reiterating that the meeting had already been scheduled for later in the month. 
 
Finance Director Barb Damron reminded the Board that the auditing contract with Wipfli LLP 
expired upon completion of the Fiscal 2020 audit.  Wipfli LLP has audited the Village’s financial 
statements for the past five years, beginning with Fiscal 2016.  Staff has not had any issues with 
their work performance during that time.  Wipfli LLP has submitted an engagement letter to 
complete the FY 2021 annual audit including the requirements for the Grant Accountability and 
Transparency Act (GATA) at a cost of $18,500.   
 
The Board was in agreement to place the engagement letter for Wipfli LLP to conduct the Fiscal 
2021 audit on the March 22 Board meeting agenda for approval. 
 
Civil Engineer Dan Peloquin noted that the IDOT MFT fund audit information was presented in 
the staff reports section for this meeting.  There were no questions or comments. 
 
There being no further business to bring before the Mayor and Board of Trustees, Mayor 
Fleischer adjourned the work session at 7:28 p.m. 
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