
BOARD OF TRUSTEES WORK SESSION 
11004 Carpenter Street, Mokena, Illinois 60448 

Monday, February 15, 2021 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Fleischer called the Board of Trustees work session to order at 6:01 p.m. 

 
ROLL CALL 

Village Administrator John Tomasoski called the roll and the following Trustees were 
present: 

   
Joseph Budzyn  
Debbie Engler  
Jillian Hersted  
George Metanias  
Jim Richmond  
Joe Siwinski  

 
Also present were: Village Administrator John Tomasoski (Village Board Room); 
Assistant Village Administrator Kirk Zoellner (Village Hall); Community and Economic 
Development Director Alan Zordan (Village Board Room); Finance Director Barb 
Damron (Village Hall); Interim Director of Public Works Mark Detloff (Village Hall); 
Building and Planning Director Matt Ziska (Village Board Room); and Civil Engineer 
Dan Peloquin (Village Hall) 

 
Boulder Ridge Phase IV: 18950 Townline Road; Revised Preliminary Plat of Subdivision 
 
Building and Planning Director Matt Ziska presented the following item: 
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Discussion: 
 
Trustee Hersted stated that she preferred larger lot sizes. Jason Hunt, representative of the 
petitioner, responded by stating that the minimum lot size requirement is 12,500 square feet, and 
the average lot size proposed is 16,000 square feet. He further noted that the lots along the south 
side of the street backing up to the natural wetlands are larger than the lots shown on the north 
side. 
 
Trustee Budzyn asked why the six newly proposed lots were not initially included in the design. 
Mr. Hunt noted that they found new efficienceis in the stormwater design that resulted in the 
additional lots. 
 
Trustee Budzyn supported the proposed lot sizes, but felt that the developer should pay the 
estimated $50,000 in bridge repairs that the Village is obligated to make to the Townline Road 
bridge. 
 
Trustee Siwinksi also noted a preference for larger lots, but felt that the current width of the 
Townline Road bridge served as a speed deterrent.  
 
Trustee Metanias asked what the average home size would be within the proposed development. 
In response, Mr. Hunt stated that they would be comparable to the houses found in Ginger Creek 
Subdivision to the east. 
 
There was public comment from two neighboring unincorporated property owners regarding 
drainage issues in the surrounding area. Mr. Hunt noted that the developer was aware of these 
issues and added oversized storm sewers to pick up the stormwater and direct it to nearby 
stormwater management facilities. 
 
Two other unincorporated neighboring property owners expressed their opposition to Bernard 
Road being connected to this development, due to concerns with cut-through traffic having a 
negative impact on their neighborhood. 
 
The Board was not opposed to eliminating the road connection, but wanted the Planning 
Commission to study this option and provide their recommendation to the Board. 
 
Ultimately, the consensus of the Board supported the proposed revision to the Preliminary Plat of 
Subdivision, and Staff was directed to advance the project to the Planning Commission for 
review. 
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Whisper Creek Park: Northeast Corner of Whisper Creek Way and Regan Road, 
Development Plan Review 
 
Community and Economic Development Director Alan Zordan presented the following item: 
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Discussion:  
 
Mokena Park District Director Greg Vitale summarized the Park’s efforts to meet with neighbors 
and design a park that met everyone’s needs. He feels that this is a good plan and they have been 
approved for a grant to build it this year. 
 
Trustee Budzyn asked if they intended to expand the parking lot in the future or add baseball 
fields. Mr. Vitale stated that they do not have plans to add any baseball fields to this park and 
were not planning of expanding the parking lot. 
 
Trustee Budzyn suggested the the north side of Regan Road near this new access drive should be 
posted as “no parking”. 
 
Trustee Budzyn did not support the requested waiver of soft cost fees related to the permit fees. 
 
Trustee Siwinski was in favor of granting the waiver of soft cost fees in relation to the permit 
fee, but was opposed to the parking lot and the access onto Regan Road. 
 
Trustee Engler supported the fee waiver and agreed that there should be no parking on the north 
side of Regan Road near the access drive. She further suggested that “no parking for park district 
activities” signs be placed on Palmira Court. 
 
The consensus of the Board was in favor of keeping the parking lot with access to Regan Road as 
long as “no parking” signs are placed on Regan Road near the access drive. The Board was also 
in favor of granting  a waiver of soft cost fees related to the building permit. The Board also 
asked that Village staff research other communities to see how they handle activity or amenity 
based parking formulas for public parks.  
 
The Board directed Village staff to place the park improvement plans and the permit fee relief 
request on a future consent agenda for formal Board approval. 
 
Fiscal Year 22 Budget Discussion: MFT Fund; General Infrastructure; Road 
Rehabilitation Program 
 
Village Engineer Dan Peloquin entered the Board Room and presented the following item. 
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Discussion: 
 
Village Administrator John Tomasoski reviewed the proposed Fiscal Year 22 revenues and 
expenditures regarding the MFT Fund and provided projections through 2026.  He also provided 
an update on the State’s Rebuild Illinois Program. 
 
Village Administrator Tomasoski further discussed the general infrastructure and road 
rehabilitation program, noting that during Fiscal Year 21, the program was scaled down due to 
the unforseen COVID-19 pandemic.  Village staff recommended returning to their traditional 
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workload for Fiscal Year 22.  This will include completing the originally scheduled work from 
Fiscal Year 21 (pre-COVID-19) and additional streets. 
 
Trustee Budzyn asked if staff could look into the possibility of completing southwest segments 
to provide pedestrian path(s) along Francis Road, from Towline Road to Wolf Road. 
 
Village Engineer Dan Peloquin noted that a majority of that area is under Will County Highway 
Department’s jurisdiction, and any options in their right-of-way would require their support and 
assistance. 
 
Village Administrator John Tomasoski advised that staff would research this matter and advise 
the Board. 
 
Trustee Siwinski asked for an update on potential available funding for a police station. 
 
Village Administrator John Tomasoski replied Village staff would provide that update next 
week. 
 
The Village Board consenus was in favor of the Village staff’s recommendation. 
 
Staff Reports 
Village Administrator John Tomasoski reported on the Water Supply Service Agreement 
between the Village of Oak Lawn and the Village of Matteson that expired on December 31, 
2020. He also reported on House Bill 314 regarding to a 1.5-mile moratorium on the sale of 
recreational cannabis around communities that prohibit such sales. 
 
Community and Economic Development Director Alan Zordan reported on Village staff’s efforts 
to evaluate sidewalks and turning lanes on Owens Road related to the Silver Cross medical office 
project. He further pointed out a request for the Speedway Station at LaPorte and LaGrange to 
add acreage to the site in order to qualify for video gaming terminals. 
 
Assitant Village Administrator Kirk Zoellner reported on a recent accident at the Public Works 
garage and subsequent series of events related to that accident. He futher reported that a decision 
will need to be made on the location for the Fourth of July fireworks display. The consenus of 
the Board was to utilitze the Ozinga site similar to last year for the 2021 fireworks. 
 
There was discussion regarding how draft minutes would be reviewed and which version of the 
January 25, 2021 minutes would be presented for approval. 
 
There being no further business to bring before the Mayor and Board of Trustees, Mayor 
Fleischer adjourned the work session at 8:05 p.m. 
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