
BOARD OF TRUSTEES WORK SESSION 

11004 Carpenter Street, Mokena, Illinois 60448 

Monday, October 26, 2020 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Fleischer called the Board of Trustees work session to order at 7:38 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Joseph E. Budzyn  

Debbie Engler  

Jim Richmond  

George Metanias 

Joe Siwinski 

Jillian Hersted 

 

Also present were: Clerk Melissa Martini (Village Board Room); Village 

Administrator John Tomasoski (Village Board Room); Assistant Village Administrator 

Kirk Zoellner (Village Hall); Village Attorney Carl Buck (Village Board Room); 

Director of Economic and Community Development Alan Zordan (Village Hall); 

Building & Planning Director Matt Ziska (Village Hall); Finance Director Barb Damron 

(Village Hall); Civil Engineer Dan Peloquin (Village Hall); and Chief of Police Steve 

Vaccaro (Village Hall) 

 

Will County Cremation – 18781 90th Avenue, Suite J – Crematorium Special Use Permit 

Director of Economic and Community Development Alan Zordan presented the 

following item: 
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Applicant Jacob Vandenberg presented additional information: 
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Discussion: Mayor Fleischer asked if there were any questions from the public. 

 

Tom Soltis of Brothership Brewing stated that his business is in the same multi-tenant 

building, and that he is adamantly opposed to this request.  He noted that he utilizes fresh 

ingredients to brew his product and is concerned about the emissions and exhaust 

particles that may contaminate his operation.  He was also concerned with the image or 

negative impression that a crematorium would bring to the building.  Mr. Soltis felt it 

should be part of a funeral home, and not in a multi-tenant building. 

 

Jacob Vandenberg responded that the exhaust is CO₂ gas similar to a vehicle exhaust and 

does not smell or have detectable particulates. 

 

Mr. Soltis asked about the negative impacts of mercury emissions.  Mr. Vandenberg 

noted that mercury emissions are so small that they are not a concern. 
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Brian Ciapinski, owner of Shark Shredding, stated that his business is in this building as 

well, and that it makes no sense to place a crematorium here.  He believes it should be in 

a separate free-standing building. 

 

Jeff Dencek, also a partner in Shark Shredding, believed that this use would conflict with 

other uses in the building. 

 

Mayor Fleischer asked Village staff to arrange a meeting between these two businesses 

and Mr. Vandenberg so that they could exchange information and answer questions prior 

to coming back to another workshop.  He further suggested that this meeting could take 

place at the Village Hall.  He asked the Board members for their thoughts. 

 

Trustee Siwinski stated that this may not be the best location for a crematorium. 

 

Trustee Budzyn asked if he could move the crematorium to the east end unit. Jacob 

Vandenberg stated that the building owner is utilizing this space and it is not available. 

 

Trustee Richmond wanted to know more about EPA regulations as they would apply to 

crematoriums. 

 

Trutee Metanias asked if animals would be cremated here.  Mr. Vandenberg stated no. He 

asked how many persons would attend a ceremony.  Mr. Vandenberg stated that there 

would be very few ceremonies, or viewings, and that they would be brief with few 

attendants.  Trustee Metanias stated that he would prefer this use be in a free-standing 

building. 

 

Trustees Engler and Hersted agreed that a meeting should be held with neighboring 

businesses to share information. 

 

Public Hearing Continuation, 10203 W. 191st Street, Chandler Services Special Use Permit 

Trustee Siwinski made a motion to re-convene the public hearing to consider the Special 

Use Permit pursuant to Village of Mokena Ordinance 2015-O-009 and 2020-O-006.  

Trustee Engler seconded. 

 

AYES: (6) Budzyn, Engler, Hersted, Metanias, Richmond, Siwinski 

NAYS: (0)   

Absent: (0)   

Motion carried 

 

Discussion: Attorney Carl Buck provided an update to the Board and discussed the 

construction schedule provided by Chandler Services, which indicated that all parking lot 

paving/curbing improvements would be completed this year (2020).  

 

Trustee Budzyn asked if a paving contractor had been selected to perform the remaining 

parking lot improvements.  Attorney for Chandler Services, James Ashack, stated that 

Jeff Graefen of Graefen Development would be performing the work.  

 

In referencing the construction timeline provided by Chandler Services, Trustee Siwinski 

asked Attorney James Ashack if he believed that the remaining parking lot improvements 

could be completed by Thanksgiving.  In response, Mr. Ashack confirmed his belief that 

the required paving and curbing would be completed by then.  

 

Trustee Siwinski made a motion to recess the public hearing to November 23, 2020 of 

Mokena Ordinance 2015-O-009 and 2020-O-006.  Trustee Engler seconded. 

 

AYES: (6) Budzyn, Engler, Hersted, Metanias, Richmond, Siwinski 

NAYS: (0)   

Absent: (0)   

Motion carried 

 

Staff Updates 

Village Administrator John Tomasoski noted that Ruth Colby of Silver Cross Hospital 

has expressed concerns with the the current status of COVID-19 in the local area.  

Currently, approximately 58 beds are being used for COVID-19 patients as well as an 

estimated 50 surgeries are acheduled as well. 
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Attorney Buck provided an update to the Mayor and Board regarding the application of 

the amusement tax ordinance.  Mr. Buck explained that the amusement tax would apply 

to shows or events involving an admission charge as well as recreational amusements 

such as Accelerate Speedway or Urban Air.  
 

However, based on the application of the amusement tax and based on the board's 

direction, the amusement tax was not applied to activities that were primarily educational 

or instructional in nature such as dance studios or the Burros football team. Trustee 

Budzyn stated that he believes that the amusement tax ordinance was broad enough to 

include those types of applications.  Mr. Buck stated that the application of the tax was 

discretionary by the Village, as long as it was not applied in a manner that was 

inconsistent with respect to similar businesses.  Mr. Buck gave an example relating to a 

volleyball court user where a business that provided courts for practice based on an 

hourly basis did not pay an amusement tax, but when they ran tournaments where they 

charged a fee for the tournament as well as admission to the tournament, the tax was paid.  

Trustee Siwinski and Trustee Engler stated that the purpose of the amusement tax was to 

address a particular potential user within the Village, and that the purpose of the 

amusement tax was not to put an additional burden on parents who were trying to provide 

opportunities for their children like batting cages or dance studios.  Trustee Siwinski 

indicated that the manner in which the tax was applied by staff was consistent with the 

Board's direction.  General consensus of the Board was to continue to apply the tax in the 

manner that staff was currently enforcing. 

  

There being no further business to bring before the Mayor and Board of Trustees, Mayor 

Fleischer adjourned the work session at 8:42 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 


