
BOARD OF TRUSTEES WORK SESSION 

11004 Carpenter Street, Mokena, Illinois 60448 

Monday, May 11, 2020 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Fleischer called the Board of Trustees work session to order at 7:49 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Joseph E. Budzyn (via telephone) 

Debbie Engler (via telephone) 

Jillian Hersted (via telephone) 

George Metanias (via telephone) 

Jim Richmond (via telephone) 

Joe Siwinski (via telephone) 

Absent:   

  

Also present were:   Clerk Melissa Martini via telephone; Village Administrator John 

Tomasoski and Village Attorney Carl Buck were present in person. 

 

Public Hearing – Chandler Services 

Economic and Community Development Director Alan Zordan, Village Engineer Dan 

Peloquin and Building & Planning Director Matt Ziska entered the Board Room. 

 

Trustee Siwinski made a motion to re-convene the Public Hearing to consider the Special 

use Permit pursuant to Village of Mokena Ordinace Number 2015-O-009 at 7:56 p.m.  

Trustee Engler seconded. 

 

AYES: (6) Budzyn, Engler, Hersted, Metanias, Richmond, Siwinski  

NAYS: (0)   

Absent: (0)   

Motion carried 

 

Discussion:  

 

Village Attorney Carl Buck reviewed the current status of the proposed amendment to the 

Special Use Permit for Chandler Services. 

 

On January 20, 2020 the Village Board conceptually reviewed a request from the subject 

property owner, David Chandler, to amend the Special Use Permit (SUP) for Chandler 

Services, LLC.  Under the proposed amendment, the petitioner would establish the area 

south of the creek as a storm water detention facility in lieu of the gravel storage yard that 

was approved under the 2015 Special Use Permit for Chandler Services.  The Board 

conceptually supported the petitioner’s amendment request and directed Staff to forward 

the proposal on to the Planning Commission for a formal public hearing.  On February 

20, 2020, the Planning Commission conducted its public hearing and unanimously 

recommended Village Board approval.  Since that time, Staff has worked with Legal 

Counsel to draft the terms of the proposed SUP amendment for the Board’s review and 

consideration. 

 

Attorney Buck referenced the following terms of the proposed amendment to the SUP: 

 

• Owner agrees to install a berm with six (6), six-foot tall blue spruce evergreen 

trees along the southern portion of the property in accordance with the attached 

Exhibits “A” and “B”. 

• Owner agrees to submit to the Village a Construction Escrow funded in the 

amount of $337,757.53, in a format acceptable to the Village, for the purpose of 

payment of construction and development costs pertaining to the property 

improvements depicted on the attached exhibits prior to Village approval of this 

Ordinance.  The construction escrow agreement shall provide that all draw 

requests by Owner shall be approved in advance by the Village. 
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• Owner agrees to complete all property improvements to the satisfaction of the 

Village by no later than September 1, 2020. 

 

Trustee Budzyn stated that he was not comfortable with the smaller berm with six trees 

that is currently being proposed.  He felt there should be additional screening for 

residents that live behind the business and suggested a second berm with evergreens at 

the north side of the creek and south of the southern facing bay doors to create additional 

screening in line with the original plan.  Trustee Richmond agreed with Trustee Budzyn’s 

comments.  Mr. Jim Ashack, attorney for Chandler Services, agreed to this request and 

location.  Mayor Fleischer and Trustee Siwinski both stated they wanted to see what the 

screening would look like and requested verification that it would not impact the current 

engineering design.  Mr. Ashack informed the Board he would work with his engineer to 

provide a drawing for the additional screening for the Board’s review and have his 

engineer advise him of any engineering concerns this may cause. 

 

Trustee Engler made a motion to recess the Public Hearing to May 26, 2020 concerning 

Mokena Ordinance Number 2015-O-009 at 8:09 p.m.  Trustee Metanias seconded. 

 

AYES: (6) Budzyn, Engler, Hersted, Metanias, Richmond, Siwinski  

NAYS: (0)   

Absent: (0)   

Motion carried 

 

Village Engineer Dan Peloquin and Building & Planning Director Matt Ziska left the 

Board Room. 

 

FY 21 Budget 

Finance Director Barb Damron and Assistant Village Administrator Kirk Zoellner 

entered the Board Room. 

 

Village Administrator John Tomasoski presented a PowerPoint on the FY 21 Budget. 
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Discussion:  

 

The Board concurred with staff’s recommendations to: 

 

• Prepare an ordinance for a water rate increase to $7.73 at the June 22, 2020 Board 

Meeting; and 

• Proceed with year-end transfers from Sewer Operating to Sewer System Capital for 

$150,000 and from Sewer Operating to Sewer Plant Replacement for $150,000. 

 

The Board agreed to continue with the 4th of July fireworks display and determine where the 

public would be able to view them as we get closer to the event. 

 

The Board requested additional information about the proposed “virtual version” of the 4th 

of July parade before a decision could be made. 

 

Staff Report 

Mayor Fleischer provided the Board with an update regarding a meeting he attended today 

with five other local mayors discussing the possibility of opening up the Village before it is 
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scheduled to under the Governor’s Restore Illinois plan.  The Board discussed their 

frustration with the exclusion of local elected officials such as the Mayor and Village Board, 

Will County Board, and the Illinois Representatives/Senators in this process.  The Board 

requested that the Village Administrator and Village Attorney research all options for the 

Village to consider and report back to the Board. 

 

There being no further business to bring before the Mayor and Board of Trustees, Mayor 

Fleischer adjourned the work session at 9:51 p.m. 


