
BOARD OF TRUSTEES WORK SESSION 

11004 Carpenter Street, Mokena, Illinois 60448 

Monday, May 18, 2020 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Fleischer called the Board of Trustees work session to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Joseph E. Budzyn (via telephone) 

Debbie Engler (via telephone) 

Jillian Hersted (via telephone) 

George Metanias (via telephone) 

Jim Richmond (via telephone) 

Joe Siwinski (via telephone) 

Absent:   

  

Also present were:   Clerk Melissa Martini via telephone; Village Administrator John 

Tomasoski and Village Attorney Carl Buck were present in person. 

 

FY 21 Budget 

Finance Director Barb Damron, Assistant Director of Public Works Mark Detloff, 

Village Engineer Dan Peloquin and Village Engineer Brian Fei entered the Board Room. 

 

Village Administrator John Tomasoski presented a PowerPoint on the FY 21 Budget. 
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Discussion: 

 

Trustee Metanias asked if the Village applies for a fast-track grant, would the Village 

know if we would receive it?  Village Administrator John Tomasoski indicated that this 

grant program was just announced, therefore staff intends to learn more information later 

this week during a webinar from the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic 

Opportunity. 

 

Trustee Richmond asked if any of the Village’s other water towers will need to be 

painted in the next five years besides the east tower?  Assistant Director of Public Works 

Mark Detloff answered no.  Trustee Richmond asked if the new proposed SCADA 

equipment would allow staff to review from their cell phones.  Village Engineer Dan 

Peloquin indicated the capability would be available with the new proposed equipment. 
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The consensus of the Board was to move forward with staff recommendations for: 

 

• Water system capital projects 

• Lake water debt 

• Sewer system capital projects 

• WWTP Repair and Replacement Fund 

• Continue with our annual MFT program with no reductions 

• Continue with our annual infrastructure maintenance program with a reduction of 

+/- $183K 

• Continue with our annual road maintenance program with a reduction of +/- 

$643K 

• Continue with the Phase II and Phase III LED Street Lighting Conversion 

Program, but will take a “wait and see” approach based on economic recovery 

- Project will be bid out and costs analyzed 

- Staff will monitor the current rebate incentive to see if it’s offered next year 

and at what rate 

 

 

Staff Reports 

Assistant Village Administrator Kirk Zoellner, Economic and Community Development 

Director Alan Zordan, and Police Chief Steven Vaccaro entered the Board Room. 

 

Discussion: 

 

Goddard School 

Economic and Community Development Director Alan Zordan discussed his memo to 

the Board clarifying a staff memo relative to the Goddard School Site Plan and 

Architectural Review Committee review.  He further notified the Board of the separate 

application for a fence variation to be presented to the Zoning Board of Appeals. The 

Board discussed parking and landscaping related to this project, as well as the timing of 

the fence variation application.  The Board directed staff to move forward with placing 

this item on the Consent Agenda for the May 26 Village Board meeting. 

 

Temporary Signange 

Economic and Community Development Director Alan Zordan further reported on staff’s 

recent approval of several temporary promotional sign permits at no cost to local 

businesses in support of their efforts to attract customers.  The Board was in favor of staff 

continuing this practice during the Governor’s partial shutdown of local businesses. 

 

Former Therafin Site 

Assistant Village Administrator Kirk Zoellner reminded the Board that leases for the 

Therafin commuter parking lot were set to expire June 30, 2020.  He recommended the 

Board extend the leases for another year, to June 30, 2021.  The Board concurred with 

this recommendation.  In addition, due to the COVID-19 pandemic and Governor 

Pritzker’s “stay at home” order, those existing leaseholders who paid for the 2nd quarter 

of 2020 will receive two months of credits that will be applied to July and August, 2020, 

should they choose to renew their leases.  Should Governor Pritzker’s “stay at home” 

order be extended through the month of June, these leaseholders will additionally receive 

credit for another month, which will then be applied to September, 2020.  Leaseholders 

that have not paid for the 2nd quarter of 2020 will have until the end of June, 2020, to pay 

for the 3rd quarter.  Those that have not paid by the end of June will forfeit their space.   

 

Holiday Inn Express 

Village Administrator John Tomasoski informed the Board that the current building 

permit extension for Holiday Inn Express will expire on June 1, 2020.  Staff will provide 

paperwork to the owners for another permit extension to December 1, 2020 for 

$49,465.01. 
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July 4th Parade 

Police Chief Steve Vaccaro, Assistant Village Administrator Kirk Zoellner, and Village 

Administrator John Tomasoski provided the Board with an update on a potential 

stationary July 4th “parade” on Wolf Road.  The Board discussed the pros and cons of this 

concept and a July 4th parade in general in consideration of the Governor’s current 

executive order. 

 

Social Media 

Mayor Fleischer informed the Board that he felt it was time to create a “content only” 

Village Facebook page, with no comments to be received/posted (similar to Channel 6 

and the Village website). 

 

Trustee Engler, Trustee Richmond, Trustee Budzyn, and Trustee Hersted all concurred 

with the Mayor. 

 

Trustee Siwinski and Trustee Metanias felt a Village Facebook page would be difficult to 

properly manage, and would only duplicate what is already available on the Village 

website. 

 

Mayor Fleischer asked Village staff to research and recommend the best ways to properly 

manage and operate a Village Facebook page and report back to the Board. 

 

Assistant Village Administrator Kirk Zoellner, Economic and Community Development 

Director Alan Zordan, Finance Director Barbara Damron, Assistant Director of Public 

Works Mark Detloff, Village Engineer Dan Peloquin, Village Engineer Brian Fei, and 

Police Chief Steven Vaccaro left the Board Room. 

 

Executive Session 

Trustee Engler made a motion to move to enter into closed session to discuss security 

procedures, school building safety and security, and the use of personnel and equipment 

to respond to an actual, a threatened, or a reasonably potential danger to the safety of 

employees, students, staff, the public, or public property pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(8).  

Trustee Metanias seconded. 

 

AYES: (6) Budzyn, Engler, Hersted, Metanias, Richmond, Siwinski  

NAYS: (0)   

Absent: (0)   

Motion carried 

 

Discussion: 

 

Trustee Engler made a motion to return to the scheduled work session at 8:19 p.m.  

Trustee Richmond seconded. 

 

AYES: (6) Budzyn, Engler, Hersted, Metanias, Richmond, Siwinski  

NAYS: (0)   

Absent: (0)   

Motion carried 

 

There being no further business to bring before the Mayor and Board of Trustees, Mayor 

Fleischer adjourned the work session at 8:20 p.m. 


