
BOARD OF TRUSTEES WORK SESSION 

11004 Carpenter Street, Mokena, Illinois 60448 

Monday, September 9, 2019 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Fleischer called the Board of Trustees work session to order at 7:43 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

The following Trustees were present: 

  

Joseph E. Budzyn  

Jillian Hersted 

George Metanias 

Jim Richmond  

Debbie Engler  

 

Absent:  Joe Siwinski 

 

Also present were:   Deputy Clerk Judi Frieling; Village Administrator John Tomasoski; 

Finance Director Barb Damron;  Assistant Village Administrator Kirk Zoellner; Police 

Chief Steve Vaccaro; Public Works Director Lou Tiberi; Civil Engineer Brian Fei; 

Community/Economic Development Director Alan Zordan; and Village Attorneys 

Stephen White and  Carl Buck. 

 

Brothership Brewing  

Community/Economic Development Director Alan Zordan presented this topic. 
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Discussion: Applicant, Tom Soltis, introduced the members of his business team. The 

Board directed staff to prepare the final ordinance for adoption at the September 23, 2019 

Board meeting. 

 

Illinois Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act 

Village Administrator John Tomasoski introduced this topic. 
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Matt Darin provided a presentation on the history of the Greenhouse Group and the 

potential benefits  of the cannabis regulation and tax act for the Village of Mokena. 
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Village Administrator Tomasoski provided details on what local governments are 

allowed under the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act  
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Trustee Metanias spoke about the condition in the special use permit that did not allow 

recreational marijuana to be sold and that he is not in favor or allowing recreational sales.  

He would also urge the surrounding municipalities not to approve recreational sales. 

 

Trustee Richmond thanked Matt Darin for his presentation.  He feels medical marijuana 

is a good tool for patients suffering certain health issues.  He pointed out that the state 

will receive the bulk of the revenue generated from sales of recreation marijuana leaving 

local governments to deal with problems that may arise.  He is not in favor of approving 

recreational sales. 

 

Trustee Engler and Mr. Darin discussed the limits that are placed on sales.  Mr. Darin 

clarified that medical purchases are tracked and there are very stringent controls in place.  

Medical marijuana users are registered at a particular location and cannot make purchases 

from other vendors.  She was not in favor of approving recreational sales. 

 

Attorney Carl Buck clarified that recreational marijuana will not be tracked like medical 

marijuana. 

 

Trustee Hersted agrees with the rest of the Board.  It doesn’t make sense for the Village 

to take on the cost of potential problems while the state receives the bulk of the tax and 

no responsibility. 

 

Trustee Budzyn can’t support the proposal.  All he foresees are problems. 

 

Matt Darin stated that Mokena will have to deal with public safety either way.  Without 

approval, the Village will have to assume the cost with no tax benefit.   

 

Mayor Fleischer spoke about the current vaping issue.  He stated he would rather err on 

the side of safety.  He spoke highly of Greenhouse Group and how medical marijuana has 

been a benefit for many patients. 

 

Mr. Darin inquired why the Board doesn’t question the proposed brewery as thoroughly 

as they questioned him. 

 

Mayor Fleischer stated that the purpose of his product to get high.  People can patronize a 

brewery without becoming impaired. 

 

Staff Reports 

Mayor Fleischer and Administrator Tomasoski informed the Board that the next proposed 

development project will not be ready for the September 16th work session, which  leaves 

two items for the agenda.  The Board concurred to cancel the work session and place all 

of these items on the September 23rd work session    

 

There being no further business to bring before the Mayor and Board of Trustees, Mayor  

Fleischer adjourned the work session at 8:33 p.m. 

  


