
BOARD OF TRUSTEES WORK SESSION 

11004 Carpenter Street, Mokena, Illinois 60448 

Monday, August 19, 2019 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Fleischer called the Board of Trustees work session to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

The following Trustees were present: 

  Joseph Budzyn  

Debbie Engler  

Jillian Hersted 

George Metanias  

Jim Richmond 

Joseph Siwinski 

   

Also present were:    Also present were:   Clerk Melissa Martini; Village Administrator 

John Tomasoski; Community/Economic Development Director Alan Zordan; Building 

and Planning Director Matt Ziska, Assistant Village Adminstrator Kirk Zoellner, Staff 

Engineer Dan Peloquin and Village Attorney Carl Buck. 

 

D’Bat Academy 

Community/Economic Development Director Alan Zordan presented this agenda item. 

 

  
 

  
 

  
 



August 19, 2019 

Work Session  

Page 2 of 15 

 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 



August 19, 2019 

Work Session  

Page 3 of 15 

 

  
 

 

  
 

Discussion: The Board had no questions or concerns regarding the terms and conditions of 

the draft Special Use Ordinance and directed staff to prepare the final document for 

adoption at the next Board meeting. 

 

Tom Murphy - Altorfer, Special Use Permit for a Planned Unit Development 

Building and Planning Director Matt Ziska presented this agenda item. 
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Discussion – The Board was generally in support of the proposed SUP/PUD request, 

and felt that the proposed location was appropriate for this type of development. 

Trustee Budzyn and Trustee Richmond expressed some concern with the aggregate 

(crushed stone) surface shown in the rear yard equipment display area, and felt that 

the entire display area should be paved. Trustee Siwinski also inquired about the point 

of sales related to the proposed Altorfer CAT facility, to which Staff responded by 

stating that they will work with Legal Counsel to incorporate language in the Special 

Use Ordinance that specifically addresses the point of sales for this facility. The 

Board also concurred with Staff’s recommendation for screening the equipment 

display area. Staff was directed to advance the proposed SUP/PUD request on to the 

Planning Commission for a formal public hearing.  
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Georgiou Property  

Community/Economic Development Director Alan Zordan presented this agenda item 
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Discussion:  The consensus of the Board was to have all of the infrastructure designed and 

installed at one time instead of in phases.  The Board did not like the idea of a temporary 

stormwater facility.  Mayor Fleischer asked that the petitioner revise his development plans 

and return for another work session. 

 

Gaming Bistros  

Assistant Village Administrator Kirk Zoellner presented this agenda item. 
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Discussion:  Assistant Administrator Zoellner advised the Board that representatives 

from two entities (Christine Marie’s Sweet Vine and Zin Club) wishing to open 

limited menu concepts that included a gaming component were present in the 

audience.  Mayor Fleischer asked representatives from each of the two entities to 

introduce their concepts to the Board. 

 

Following the representatives’ presentations, the Board asked them specific questions 

regarding their menus, hours of operation, level of interest in gaming, and the 

demographics of typical customers.  General discussion took place. 

 

Attorney Carl Buck emphasized that while anyone could apply for a liquor license, 

State law granted local liquor commissioners and local units of government broad 

discretion to set policy for liquor control within their communities, and with regard to 

the approval or denial of liquor license applications.   

 

It was the general consensus of the Board to maintain its long-standing policy 

regarding gaming bistros, and to not create a new “Gaming Café/Bistro” category of 

liquor license. 

 

Draft Semi-Truck Parking Ordinance 

Building and Planning Director Matt Ziska presented this agenda item, and provided a brief 

recap on the approval process thus far.  

 

Village Board Concept – On June 17, 2019, the Village Board conceptually reviewed 

the proposed amendment and unanimously agreed to advance the proposed 

amendment on to the Planning Commission for a formal public hearing.  

 

Planning Commission – On July 18, 2019, the Planning Commission held a public 

hearing to discuss the proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment, and there were no 

comments from the public at that time. The Planning Commission recommended 

modifying the proposed language in order to minimize any potential loopholes. The 

original ordinance language and revised language recommended by the Planning 

Commission has been outlined below: 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Planning Commission also recommended adding the following definition for 

“semi-truck” to the Zoning Ordinance glossary: Semi-truck, The combination of a 

tractor unit and one or more trailers. 

 

 

 

 It shall be unlawful to park a semi-truck tractor unit or trailer on a 

residential driveway. 

 

Original Language: 

It shall be unlawful to park a semi-truck tractor unit or semi-    

truck trailer on a residentially-zoned property. 

 

Revised Language: 
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The Board reviewed the draft ordinance, which incorporates all of the 

recommendations made by the Planning Commission, and did not request any 

modifications to the proposed language. Staff was directed to prepare the final 

ordinance for formal adoption at the August 26, 2019, regular Village Board meeting.  

 

Staff Reports 

 

Administrator Tomasoski reported on the Capital Bill including $500K secured from 

Representative McDermed and $250K secured from State Senator Hastings.  At this 

time, there is no certainty as to when any of this funding will become available for the 

Village. 

 

Administrator Tomasoski provided an update on the Holiday Inn Express project and 

that the Village will proceed with assessing an approximate $98,000.00 permit 

extension fee. Trustee Metanias spoke to the construction superintendent and 

provided the Board with an update on various construction issues. The Board 

indicated their support for this course of action. 

 

Administrator Tomasoski noted that there are several proclamation requests that will 

come before the Board at the next few Board meetings. 

 

Mayor Fleischer discussed his recommendations on two new appointments to the 

Planning Commission.  He asked the Board to contact him directly with any of their 

thoughts or concerns. 

 

Director Zordan reported representatives of the Firestone project on U.S. Route 30 

had contacted him and indicated a desire to advance to a public hearing with the 

Planning Commission. 

 

Trustee Budzyn stated that he liked that the Economic Development Commission was 

exploring franchise opportunities to attract new businesses to Mokena. 

 

There being no further business to bring before the Mayor and Board of Trustees, 

Mayor Fleischer adjourned the work session at 7:53 p.m. 


