
Village of Mokena, Illinois Newsletter
Mokena e-News
November 18, 2016

Distinctly American

Thanksgiving is a simple, distinctly American holiday. Established by declaration of President
Lincoln in 1863, it celebrates the bounty with which we as Americans have been blessed.

 
In honor of Thanksgiving, the Mokena Village Hall will be closed Thursday, November 24, and
Friday, November 25.

 
Mayor Frank Fleischer, Clerk Pat Patt, the Village of Mokena Board of Trustees, and all Village
staff wish you and yours all the best at this special time of the year.

 
Happy Thanksgiving!

Christmas Fest is Tomorrow!

Mokena officially rings in the holiday season tomorrow, kickin

g off a number of celebrations to be enjoyed by family and friends across the community in the
coming days and weeks.
Highlighting tomorrow's activities will be the Christmas Parade of Lights down Front Street at 5
p.m., followed immediately thereafter by the Village Tree lighting ceremony and caroling at the
southwest corner of Front and Mokena. 

Many other activities are planned, including the following:

 Santa's Workshop and Crafters: 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Mokena Elementary School. 
Children can create their own Christmas decorations and write letters to Santa. Grown-
ups can start Christmas shopping with the community's local crafters. 

 Lunch and Photos with Santa: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Mokena Elementary School. 
Tickets are $7 for adults and $4 for kids. Individual photos with Santa are $5 each. Hair
styling will be done by The Mane Tamers.

 Entertainment: 11:15 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Mokena Elementary School. Master Ron will
perform his balloon artistry and magic show.

 Village Tree Decorating: 12 noon to 4:30 p.m. The public is invited to create their own
decorations and hang them on the Village Tree located at the southwest corner of Front
and Mokena streets near the Metra lot.

 Hot Chocolate and Cookies:  4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. at FNBC Bank on Front Street.

 Family Christmas Dance: Families will gather at the Mokena VFW on Wolf Road
immediately following the Village Tree lighting and caroling. The dance will last until 10
p.m. Tickets are $5 for adults and $3 for children, with kids younger than two years of
age free. 

The traditional Mokena Christmas ornament, commemorating the 50th anniversary of the
Mokena Community Library District, will be available for purchase at the Chamber office on Wolf
Road and at MES. 



Questions? Call the Mokena Chamber of Commerce at (708) 479-2468 or simply click on the
link below.

Visit the Mokena Chamber of Commerce website...

Audit:  Village Financially Sound

The Village of Mokena is in sound financial shape,
according to Wipfli, LLP, an independent auditor
examining the Village's books.
 
At its November 14 meeting, your Mokena Village Board
received a copy of the Village's official financial audit for
the fiscal year ended June 30, 2016 and heard
testimony on the audit.
 
The Board unanimously accepted the audit.
 
A few key conclusions drawn from the audit--

 The General Fund is the primary operating fund of the Village. Over the past few
years, due to the uncertain economy accompanied by the State of Illinois' ongoing
fiscal challenges, management has recommended that a fund balance of 33% of
expenditures be maintained. The June 30, 2016, ending fund balance was
approximately 42% of expenditures.

 Debt levels are manageable, as the Village Board has carefully worked to balance
improving the Village's core infrastructure while assuming principal and interest
payments that can be met through earmarked sources. In addition, over the past
few years the Village has refinanced three bond issues (for Lake Michigan water,
transportation, and downtown improvements) and paid off a debt obligation to
Tinley Park for Lake Michigan water system improvements, saving Mokena
taxpayers approximately $1.2 million over the term of the combined repayment
schedules.

 The Village Board has additionally been able to continue its philosophy of
earmarking funds for current and future improvement projects. These projects
include water and sewer utility improvements, various road projects, and facility
improvements, along with emerald ash borer (EAB) mitigation and parkway tree
replacement.

 Both of the Village's pension funds (Police Pension and Illinois Municipal
Retirement Fund) are stable. Based on the Illinois Department of Insurance's 2015
Biennial Report, the Village's Police Pension Fund was ranked 8th highest out of
352 Police Pension Funds for funding levels.

The audit confirmed that your elected officials' conservative approach to budgeting has

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qEncqhL-sEQVuNYWYKaSdAmEADcXbRI0ZfSbCEEU7vmZhmfYhecK8TdMKx5Zq0CT0ilCy38H5xrxl73IFcS00FUdm0ZvAIQ3nnHoxMtpipNf2YDHSKKTey6-Cua6HYi8iTgl_MHJuJswMdN4mPIxv2khH8JC0ZEW73SV4GvWiDs=&c=NXMVcpPeqTwFFEL9SeoCh4EfmT_XtVUxkmj69bJDkzfHPgccNjD5TA==&ch=Ml97Navk0bbc999ouyCrYYqCgD3GKchAXOmKKDoYJkvsS3d-sYXSbQ==


resulted in financial obligations being met and a healthy fund balance.

Lock It or Lose It

Recently, the Lincoln-Way area has experienced an increase in vehicle burglaries. In most
incidents, the cars that were entered were left unlocked with valuables in plain sight, making
them convenient targets. 
 
Please remember to lock your vehicles when leaving them unattended, and protect your
valuables by hiding them from plain view.  Whether you're parked for a quick run into a local
business or overnight on the street, help the Mokena Police Department keep you safe by
locking your vehicle's doors. 

Night Runner Alert

With shrinking daylight hours, visibility is now a big issue on Mokena's busy streets, particularly
during late afternoon/early evening commuting hours.
 
If you're a runner or walker, consider wearing reflective clothing and/or a headlamp to alert
motorists to your presence on the street.
 
Stay safe while you're staying fit!
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