
 BOARD OF TRUSTEES WORK SESSION
11004 Carpenter Street, Mokena, Illinois 60448

Monday, October 17, 2016

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Fleischer called the Board of Trustees Work Session to order at 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

The following Trustees were present:

John Mazzorana
Joseph Budzyn
Jim Richmond
Debbie Engler
Joseph Siwinski
George Metanias

Also present were the following:  Village Clerk Patricia Patt; Village Administrator John
Tomasoski, Assistant Village Administrator Kirk Zoellner; Community/Economic Development
Director Alan Zordan, Building, Planning and Economic Development Specialist Matt Ziska and
Village Engineer Paul Pearson 

 Rennology Motor Sports
Community/Economic Development Director Alan Zordan presented this case.
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Discussion: There were no comments or concerns from neighboring residents. The Board had no
objection to the proposed Special Use and directed staff to advance this request to a formal public
hearing at the Planning Commission.

Trustee Joseph Siwinski left the room.

Hickory Sage Special Use
Community/Economic Development Director Alan Zordan presented this case.
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Discussion: Charles Smith spoke on behalf of the developer and provided a detailed explanation
of the proposed townhomes.

Trustee Budzyn asked for the price range on the townhomes. Mr. Smith stated that they would be
$195,000 to $225,000.

The Consensus of the Board was that the revised plan was much better than the original proposal
and directed staff to advance this proposal to a formal public hearing at the Planning
Commission. However, the Board wanted the drainage issues to be addressed.

Mayor Fleischer asked for comments from the public:

Nancy Werfelman stated that this property is a wetland and should not be developed. She does
like the revised proposal better but thinks that single family homes would be better still.

Dan Werfelman stated that there would be a lot of impervious surface and that would impact the
storm water drainage.

Joe Mihelivich owns property on First Street and believes that the sanitary sewers are
problematic in this area and First Street is too narrow. 

David Adams stated that the project is still too dense.
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Carol Gross stated that the water table is only 6 inches deep in this area.

Sue Meyer stated that she is concerned with drainage.

Ken Echternach stated that the revised project is better but is concerned that this area is a
wetland. He further asked for a traffic study to determine the impact on First Street.

Mike Shiro stated that his septic is steadily failing and he will need to pay $14,000 to repair it.
He would like there to be fewer units.

Mike Gingrich is the civil engineer for the project and reported that the Village’s storm water
requirements are very strict and described the proposed storm water system design.

Trustee Mazzorana noted that this development might help solve some of the existing drainage
problems.

Warren Kilmer stated that water is trapped on his property.

The consensus of the Board was to move this project forward in the development review process.

Trustee Siwinski returned to the room.

Sales Tax Incentive Point Blank Gun Range

Community/Economic Development Director Alan Zordan presented this case.

 

 

Discussion: The Board had no objection to the requested assignment of the Economic Incentive
Agreement to the Point Blank gun range and directed staff to prepare the final assignment
ordinance for formal Board approval.

Mokena Fire Protection District Special Event Discussion

Village Administrator John Tomasoski informed the Board that he has been speaking with Chief
Howard Stephens of the Mokena Fire Protection District regarding the utilization of the parking
lots to the north and south of the train tracks on Front Street.   In celebration of the Fire District’s
100th  Anniversary, they would like to host a touch-a-truck event following next year’s 4th of July
parade.  Chief Stephens indicated they would also like to include food vendors as a part of the
event.  At this time, they do not have a good handle on exactly how many apparatus or vendors
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will be available for the event and would continue to work with the Village as more details
become available.

Trustee Budzyn asked what time the Fire District would be requesting the parking lots.  Chief 
Stephens stated their event would immediately follow the parade.

Trustee Richmond suggested that Metra be contacted and made aware of the proposed event to 
ensure any necessary safety precautions are taken.  Chief Stephens agreed and stated that Metra 
has been very good to work with annually for the 4th of July parade.

The consensus of the Board was to work with the Mokena Fire District on the touch-a-truck 
event.

Electronic Sign Discussion
Economic Development Specialist Matt Ziska presented this item.
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Discussion:

Trustee Engler noted that any new regulations should be simple to understand and
administer.

Trustee Siwinski felt that electronic message board signs should be evaluated on a case
by case basis. He also thought that many public entities are too close to residential areas
and should not have such signs.

Trustee Metanias thought that 150 feet setback from residential zoned property is too
close and that electronic message boards should be reviewed on a case by case basis.

Trustee Budzyn was in favor of creating standards for electronic message signs.

Trustee Richmond concurred that electronic message signs are the way of the future and
we should create reasonable standards for them.

Trustee Mazzorana felt that there should be no animation allowed and that the I-80
corridor should be the area where these signs are first allowed and regulated.

The rest of the Board concurred with Trustee Mazzorana’s position.

The Board members agreed to review the information provided and continue the
discussion at future Board workshop.

Staff Reports: Village Administrator John Tomasoski provided an update on the
preparation of documents for the closure of Derry Bridge Drive in the Bridges
neighborhood as well as an update on various issues related to the Park District
improvements to the Yunker Farm and Oaks Recreation Center.

Adjournment
There being no further business to bring before the Mayor and Board of Trustees, Mayor
Fleischer adjourned the work session at 8:20 p.m.
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