
 BOARD OF TRUSTEES WORK SESSION
11004 Carpenter Street, Mokena, Illinois 60448

Monday, September 19, 2016

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Fleischer called the Board of Trustees Work Session to order at 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

The following Trustees were present:

John Mazzorana
Joseph Budzyn
Jim Richmond
Debbie Engler

Absent: Trustees Joseph Siwinski and George Metanias

Also present were the following:  Village Clerk Patricia Patt; Village Attorney Carl Buck,
Village Administrator John Tomasoski, Assistant Village Administrator Kirk Zoellner;
Community/Economic Development Director Alan Zordan; Village Engineer Paul
Pearson and Police Chief Steve Vaccaro. 

 The Bridges of Mokena
Community/Economic Development Director Alan Zordan presented this case.
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Discussion:

Mayor Fleischer asked if there was anyone in the audience that wanted to speak in favor of
keeping the road open.

Mr. Curt Saindon representing Frankfort Elementary School District 157-C stated that from
an efficiency standpoint this road connection is important for school bus routing. If the road
were to be closed, the travel distance for the school bus to service neighboring property
would be significant.

There were no other comments in favor of keeping the road opened.

Ron Danno of 11858 London Bridge Drive stated that he is the president of the Home
Owners Association and that he has studied this issue. There are 116 single family homes in
the neighborhood and 226 school age children. He felt that this was enough to fill a school
bus without the need to pick up additional students on a bus route. He further noted that he
had a petition with 218 signatures on it in favor of closing the road. He submitted the petition
for the record.

Scott Hersted of 21686 London Bridge Drive stated that he estimates approximately 90% of
the traffic going in and out of Leigh Creek would pass through the Bridges neighborhood and
have a negative impact on the roads and safety of the residents. 
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John Connolly of 21652 London Bridge Drive stated that the School District could run a
separate bus for Leigh Creek and was in favor of closing the road.

Warren Gill of  21609 Skyway stated that he was concerned about the safety of the children.

Rick Sinnott of  11701 London Bridge Drive noted that he is a civil engineer and believes
that an additional 500 to 600 additional daily traffic movements will be generated by Leigh
Creek and that their neighborhood streets are not designed for that. They would need to be
collector streets in order to handle that number of vehicular movements. He is in favor of
closing the road.

John Jacobs of 21655 Skyway stated that snow removal is a concern now with all of the
landscape medians and that adding any additional traffic would complicate things in the
winter. He is in favor of closing the road.

Tim Poulakis of 11675 London Bridge Drive testified that safety of the children is his major
concern and wants to see the road closed.

Joe Maielli of 11812 Golden Gate Drive stated that he likes the quite nature of the Bridges
neighborhood and believes that this interconnection would ruin it. He is in favor of closing
the road.

Shane Hennesy-York of 21777 London Bridge Drive wants to see the neighborhood kept as
it is and is in favor of closing the road. 

Trustee Mazzorana noted that the Board packet included correspondence from Mr. Hersted
and Mr. Forberg.  He is in favor of closing the road.

Trustee Budzyn was also in favor of closing the road and directed staff to work with the
effected neighboring property owners regarding the best method to accomplish this.

Trustees Engler and Richmond concurred that the road should be closed.

Mayor Fleischer agreed with the Board’s consensus that the road should be closed.

Hickory Creek Senior Housing
Community/Economic Development Director Alan Zordan presented this case.
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Discussion:
Dan Kotcher, President of DKI Development, explained how tax credits work. They are not a
“rent subsidy” but allow quality units to be rented at a lower rate. This helps seniors with
lower incomes. He noted that the income limit was persons earning less than $30,000 annual
income and would provide housing for Mokena residents. Their market studies indicate that
500 units could be filled today with low income Mokena area seniors.

Trustee Mazzorana felt that this property would be great for commercial development or
perhaps a hotel but that is was not suitable for residential. He is not opposed to senior
housing but not at this location.

The rest of the Board agreed with Trustee Mazzorana’s thoughts on this matter.

Mr. Kotcher asked if the Board was opposed to the Tax Credit funding for low income
housing.

The consensus of the Board was that it is location driven and they would be willing to
consider it in the future.

State Legislation/Cannabis Discussion
Chief Vaccaro presented recommendations to the Board for amendments to the cannabis, drug
paraphernalia and the local administrative adjudication hearing court offense.  The requested
amendments were in response to the State of Illinois amending the Cannabis Control Act that
now makes possession of less than 10 grams of cannabis, and possession of drug paraphernalia
with less than 10 grams of cannabis civil law violations.

Staff Reports
Administrator Tomasoski updated the Board on the Hillgate Road annexations.

Trustee Budzyn asked for an update on the Kohlwood annexation and subdivision. Attorney 
Buck reported that this will require coordination with the Will County Forest Preserve.
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Adjournment
There being no further business to bring before the Mayor and Board of Trustees, Mayor
Fleischer adjourned the work session at 7:35 p.m.


