COMMUNITY

5 & represeniative
form of govern-
hment, your village
board routinely makes
policy decisions on 1ssues
of everyday importance
to vou and your family.
Decisions on the level of
resources used to provide
basic public services such
ay water and sewer, refuse
collection, street mainte-
pance and police protection
are regularly made by your
elected officials on your
behalf. Your board takes
these decisions very seri-
ously, rendering them only
afier thoughtfully consider-
ing well-researched staff
recommendations and
taking input from you, our
residents and customers.
Last month I shared
a good deal of informa-
tion with you related to
the March 20 referendum
concerning electrical ag-

?

gregarion and the “neutral”
public educanion program
curently underway. The |,

.referendum provides you

— as an individual voter -~
— with the opportunity
1o set policy divectly on
this important issue, and
your board is accordingly
segking to provide you
with the best information
possible so that you can
make a well-informed vote
on March 20. Your role in
this matter is very simi-
iar to that of your village
board, a8 it makes decisions
on public services such

as those referenced ear-
lier. When it comes to this
specific matter, your input

. (votesy will collectively de-
* termine whether or not the

Village of Mokena formally

* looks into “shopping” on
. the open market for the

power supply portion of
vour electric bill with the
potential for saving you
MOHey.

Your vote on this referea~ .

durn question is important,
and if you've not already
done so, I encourage -
you to review and study
ail accessible resources,
become educated, then -
get out and vote March -

’)0 If you're & revlstered
voter, you also have the
option of voting early at
the Mokena Yﬂlage Hai
or the Wilk County Clerk’s
Office i Joliet through
Thursday, March 15 with
valid photo identification
{current driver’s license,
&' State-issued iD card or
another government-issued
I with a photograph).”
Another option is 10 request
an absentee ballot by mail
through the Will County
Clerk’™s website, www.
thewillcountyclerk.com.
Because the coming
election is also a political
primary, some people have
asked me if they need to
declare a political party af-
filiation:in order to vote on

the rezerendum Forwmately -
(inmy Opmmn), the answer

to this question is no. If
you want to vote on the
referendurn guestion but do

not want to declare a party, -

you can simply request a
“non-partisan” ballor. " With
a non-partisan baliot, you

~will be voting strictly ¢on -
. the referendum question
and nothmg glse.

As a reminder, a great

- number of resources relative
e electncal acbrefrauon

hqf métée is- yours

< a?ld tfﬂﬁ ruferendum will
' -'contmue to'be avaﬂable

any time.

to you through our web-
site {www.mokena.org),
Comeast Channel 6 and
our electronic newsletter
{Mickena e-News) through
March 20. If you wish to
interact directly with your -
viliage board before voting,
I encourage you.to join us
for 2 “public discussion” on
these topics at the board’s
next meeting on Monday,
March 12, at 7 pm.
Finally, if you would like
1o discuss anything relative
to electrical aggreganon
and/or the referendun with
a staff member, you can
contact Lou Tiberi or Kirk
Zoeliner at (708) 479- 3900
for peraonai assxszance at:.

o AS always 1 wmﬂd hi{e
0 thank the Messenger for-
providing me with a plat-
form to share my thoughts
and views with you. It is
truly my honor to serve you
as your Village President.

 The opinions in this column
. are that of the writer and do
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